
 Koa, The Spinner Dolphin 

It was summer time on the Hawaii island of Lanai in the Pacific 

Ocean. Dominick was staying on holiday with his family on Shipwreck 

Beach. Their villa looked out on the ocean. Most days they saw 

Humpback whales, Hammerhead sharks and Bottlenose dolphins 

swimming by in the beautiful light blue sea. On the beach there was 

lots of shells and old coral and green turtles. Every day Dominick 

went snorkelling on the coral reef. He saw so many multicoloured 

fish, Long nosed Butterfly fish, Blue stripe Snapper, Yellow Tang, 

Moorish Idol, and his favourite the Parrotfish. However he was very 

nervous of standing on Long-spined Venomous Sea Urchins and 

getting stung by Portuguese Man-O-War Jellyfish.  

 

On the 3rd last day of Dominick’s holiday, he was invited by a local 

fishman to catch some Ono fish with him. Ono are  Wahoo fish which 

is Hawaiian for delicious. He was very excited so he asked his family 

could he go fishing with the man. His parents said that he could. He 

got changed into fishing clothes. The waves were nice and calm and 

the weather was warm and dry. The boat was a traditional Hawaiian 

wooden Outrigger canoe with a small sail. It was painted bright blue 

with a yellow stripe. The boat was called Spinner after the Dolphins 

that swim around Lanai. 

So the fisherman and five other men and Dominick got a fishing net 

and some bait and set sail. First they wanted to catch some blue 

striped Snapper fish. After a while they caught the Snapper and 

Dominick was very excited. The fisherman said they might be lucky 

enough to catch some Ono fish. It took them longer to catch them 

than they thought but they were in luck. Suddenly they caught 

something big, so big that they could hardly lift it. And then they 

eventually were able to lift it up. They saw that it was a Yellow Fin 

Tuna. It took so much room in the boat.  It was time to set sail and 

return home.  



As they were coming back, the weather changed. The waves got 

really rough and it got foggy and windy. They were panicking, they 

didn’t know what to do. Suddenly the boat hit a big rock that was 

covered by the waves. Then the boat began to sink. They all fell off 

because the boat snaped in half. Everyone held on to one half of the 

snaped boat. However the five other people that were holding on 

lost grip and that meant Dominick was the only one left hanging on.  

Dominick had his  phone but there was no signal. The other people 

got stung by the Man-o-war jellyfish and drowned. Dominick was 

terrified but he manged to survive. But then he lost hold of his grip 

and he was losing his breath. But then a pod of Spinner dolphins 

came to the rescue. One of the dolphins brought him to the top of 

the water. He could breathe again. While this was happening, the 

rest of the pod swam to the shore and got some attention from 

other fishermen. The dolphins had saved his life. They got Dominick 

back to the sea shore. His parents called a hospital to get him help 

right away. After when he was all fine again, Dominick went back to 

where he was staying. It was now the 2nd last day of his holiday and 

when he went out for dinner, there was a bar-b-q with sea food. 

However Dominick decided he was not going to eat it because the 

sea creatures were his friends. 

The end… 


